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wholly collective function, in so far as it is identical with
the general feeling, when, in other words, it corresponds
with general expectations or with the general moral
consciousness. In the same way, that sensation or
manner of sensing, and that intuition, are collective which
are peculiar to a large group of men at the same time.
The antithesis of collective is individual (q.v.).
10. Compensation means a balancing or suppkmenting.
This concept was actually introduced l into the psychology
of the neuroses by Adler2. He understands by it a
functional adjustment of the feeling of inferiority by a
compensating psychological system, comparable to the
compensating development of organs in organic in-
feriority s. Thus Adler says; " For these inferior organs
and organ-systems the struggle with the outer world
begins with the release from the maternal organism, a
struggle which must necessarily break out and declare
itself with greater violence than ever occurs in the more
normally developed apparatus. At the same time, how-
ever, the foetal character provides an enhanced possibility
for compensation and overcompensation, increases the
capacity for adaptation to ordinary and extraordinary
resistances, and ensures the formation of new and higher
forms and achievements."4 The neurotic's inferiority-
feeling, which according to Adler corresponds aetiologically
with an organ - inferiority, brings about an "auxiliary
construction"5; in other words, a compensation, which
consists in the setting-up of a fiction to balance the
inferiority. The fiction or "fictitious guiding line" is a
i Allusions to the theory of compensation, originally inspired by
Anton are also to be found in Gross.
a Adler, The Neurotic Constitution: transL by Gliick and Lind.
(London : Kegan Paul & Co.)
a Adler, Studie uber Minderwertigkeit von Organen.    1907.
* The Neurotic Constitution, p. 7.              * Ibid., p. 14.